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Executive Summary

From August 22 to September 5, 2014, a TaiwanlCDF mission, including a
number of professional medical and public health experts, visited Burkina Faso
to: (1) confirm the feasibility of implementing a project to improve maternal and
infant health in Burkina Faso; and (2) evaluate Healthcare Personnel Training

Program. The key findings of the mission were as follows:

Regarding the Healthcare Enhancement Project for Pregnant and Postpartum
Women and Newborns in Burkina Faso: (1) A lack of human resources and
equipment at health care facilities are the major problem affecting maternal and
newborn health care. (2) In terms of human resources, it 1s recommended that
the TaiwanICDF focus on capacity building for health care personnel involved
in maternal and newborn health care; in terms of equipment, it is recommended
that the TaiwanICDF focus on the equipment in primary facilities and hospitals

related to maternal and newborn health care.

Regarding the Healthcare Personnel Training Program: (1) Trainees interviewed
by the mission indicated that they can all use what they learned in Taiwan to
improve their working environment, and provided highly positive feedback
about the program. (2) The program would be more effective if it could be
harmonized with other projects and if training content could be provided in

French.

Other actions, conclusions and observations of the mission were as follows: (1)
The mission visited the director of CARPS International in Paris to discuss the
Ebola outbreak in West Africa, receiving a related explanation as to the potential
need for and the processes involved in medical evacuation. (2) The TaiwanlCDF
has a budget to provide grants for emergency humanitarian assistance. The

Taiwanese embassy in Burkina Faso could apply for a grant because of the



outbreak. (3) Regarding the Ebola outbreak, members of the Taiwanese embassy
in Burkina Faso suggested that the TaiwanlCDF should arrange for a team of

epidemiologists to visit West Africa to exchange and teach related experiences.
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