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Abstract

This paper explores the institutional implications and practical opportunities of triangular
cooperation under the growing trend of "localization" in international development cooperation. In
contrast to traditional, top-down assistance models dominated by donor countries, contemporary
development cooperation has shifted toward emphasizing local participation, demand-driven
approaches, and the reconfiguration of partnerships. Drawing upon the perspective of knowledge
translation, this paper proposes three analytical dimensions—"translation capacity," "degree of
reciprocity,”" and "institutional continuity"—to examine the operational mechanisms of triangular
cooperation in local practice. The research indicates that triangular cooperation represents more than
mere resource integration; rather, it is an institutional arrangement that facilitates knowledge adaptation
and relational restructuring through intermediary actors. On this basis, this paper analyzes Taiwan's
potential role in triangular cooperation, arguing that Taiwan can leverage its customized experience
accumulated from industrial development, along with its technology translation capacity, to serve as
a crucial intermediary and technological node. This approach would allow Taiwan to strengthen its
functional positioning within international cooperation under resource constraints, while promoting

development cooperation that is more sustainable and context-specific.

Keywords: localization, triangular cooperation, knowledge translation, key partner, Taiwan



