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Abstract 

Democratic Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe (DRSTP) consists of two islands 

in the Gulf of Guinea near the Equator. With the evolutionary process and the typical 

moisture tropical climate and the diversified geographical condition, it has rich 

biological resources and unique native species despite its small area. According to the 

2012 report of Conservation International, São Tomé and Príncipe has been listed in 

one of the biodiversity hotspots. However, the natural environment encounters highly 

pressure due to the rapid exploitation and human activities. Thus, preserving the 

natural resources and habitats is urgent in these two islands. In order to protect the 

natural resources of São Tomé and Príncipe, National Museum of Natural Science 

(NMNS), Dr. Cecilia Koo Botanic Conservation Center (KBCC), and International 

Cooperation and Development Fund (Taiwan ICDF) have proposed plant 

investigation and preservation project to DRSTP. 

According to the project fact finding results, a series of strategy on conservation 

work is recommended to execute in the future cooperation. The first step is assisting 

São Tomé and Príncipe to collect and preserve plant resources. Through the field work 

of plant collection, the basic information of plant could be accumulated as well as the 

species database of herbarium can be replenished. By analyzing the information, the 

distribution of plants and vegetation in the whole nation can be acquired, which is 

crucial for decision making on management and sustainable utilization of natural 

resources in the future. The “ex-situ” conservation should be conducted at the same 

time, which takes plants outside their original habitats and settle them in a new place 

for reducing endangered risk. When carrying out the ex-situ conservation process, we 

need to cooperate with the staffs having plant science techniques in national park, so 

conveying the concepts and teaching the skills of plant preservation to them is 

necessary. Taking both conservation and sustainable development into consideration, 

the possible utilization of these natural materials includes ecotourism, ornament plants 

cultivation, and the invention of medicine.
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